Subject: Urgent reinstatement of gender-affirming healthcare for under 18s
Dear [Title and Name of MP],
I am writing to you as a Queensland constituent in [Your Suburb/Electorate] to express my deep concern regarding the ongoing suspension of gender-affirming healthcare for people under 18 within the Queensland public health system. This decision has resulted in significant harm to trans and gender-diverse young people and their families.
[Optional: As a parent/healthcare worker/family member/community member, I have seen firsthand the impact of this suspension on young people and families in our community.]
Human Rights Concerns
The suspension of care constitutes a breach of the human rights of trans and gender-diverse children and adolescents. This includes their rights to health, bodily autonomy, and equality before the law as protected under the Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld).
Denying access to medically necessary healthcare recommended by doctors, solely on the basis of gender identity, is discriminatory and unjustifiable.
Lack of Proper Process
I am deeply concerned by the lack of meaningful consultation with affected young people, families, clinicians, and community organisations prior to and during the suspension. Decisions of this magnitude should be informed by robust clinical evidence and lived experience, not made without sufficient clinical consultation.
The Vine Review Findings
Importantly, the independent Vine Review clearly found that gender-affirming care for under 18s can be safely and appropriately provided within the public health system. The review recommended the reinstatement of these services with strengthened governance and clinical oversight.
Despite these findings, care has not been reinstated, leaving vulnerable young people without access to essential healthcare.
Real-World Consequences
The consequences of this inaction are well documented:
· Increased distress, anxiety, depression, and risk of self-harm among trans and gender-diverse young people
· Forcing families into costly private care or interstate services, exacerbating inequity
· [Optional: Add local impact - e.g., "In our community, families are facing..."]
What I'm Asking You to Do
I respectfully urge you to:
· Publicly support the immediate reinstatement of gender-affirming healthcare for under 18s in the Queensland public health system
· Advocate for implementation of the Vine Review's recommendations in consultation with services providing care to trans, gender diverse and non-binary youth and people with lived experience
· Ensure future health policy decisions are grounded in evidence, human rights, and genuine consultation with affected communities
Queensland has a responsibility to protect the health and wellbeing of all children. Continued delay causes real harm. I ask you to act decisively and compassionately on this issue.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I would appreciate a response outlining your position and the actions you intend to take, and I look forward to hearing from you by [date - suggest 2-3 weeks from sending].

Yours sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
[Your Suburb/Electorate]
[Optional: Your connection to this issue - e.g., parent, healthcare worker, community member, person with lived experience]

