Subject: Request for QHRC intervention regarding suspension of gender-affirming healthcare for under 18s
Dear Commissioner,
I am writing to formally request the support and intervention of the Queensland Human Rights Commission regarding the ongoing suspension of gender-affirming healthcare for people under 18 within the Queensland public health system.
This suspension raises serious concerns about compliance with the Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld) and has resulted in significant harm to trans and gender-diverse children and young people, as well as their families.
[Optional: As a Queensland resident in [Your Suburb], I am writing because [personal connection - e.g., "I work with affected families," "I am a parent of a trans child," "I am a healthcare professional," etc.].]
Human Rights Violations
The continued denial of access to medically necessary, evidence-based healthcare appears to engage and limit multiple protected human rights, including:
· The right to equality and non-discrimination (s 15)
· The right to health services (s 37)
· The right of children to protection in their best interests (s 26)
· The right to recognition and equality before the law (s 15)
Lack of Proper Consultation
The suspension was implemented without meaningful consultation with affected young people, families, clinicians, or community organisations. This absence of consultation is deeply concerning given the profound and foreseeable impacts on mental health, wellbeing, and access to care.
The Vine Review Findings
The independent Vine Review found that gender-affirming care for under 18s can be safely and appropriately provided in the Queensland public health system. The review explicitly recommended the reinstatement of these services with improved governance and oversight.
Despite these findings, the recommended reinstatement has not occurred, prolonging harm and uncertainty for vulnerable children.
Documented Harm
The practical consequences of this policy are severe:
· Young people are experiencing increased distress, anxiety, and risk of self-harm
· Families face inequitable outcomes, including the need to access expensive private care or travel interstate to obtain essential healthcare
· The suspension disproportionately impacts families without financial means to access private alternatives
[Optional: In our community, the impact has been [specific local example].]
What We're Asking the Commission to Do
Given the Commission's role in promoting and protecting human rights in Queensland, I respectfully request that the QHRC:
· Provide public guidance or commentary on the human rights implications of the ongoing suspension
· Engage with the Queensland Government regarding its human rights obligations in this matter
· Support affected individuals and communities through its advocacy, complaints, or monitoring functions as appropriate
· Conduct or recommend an investigation into whether the suspension complies with the Human Rights Act 2019 (Qld)
Queensland's trans and gender-diverse children deserve protection, dignity, and access to healthcare that is consistent with evidence and human rights law. I urge the Commission to lend its authority and voice to this issue.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I would welcome any advice on potential avenues for further action or engagement with the Commission, and I look forward to your response by [date - suggest 3-4 weeks from sending].

Yours sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
[Your Suburb/Queensland]

[Optional: Your connection to this issue - e.g., parent/carer, healthcare professional, community member, person with lived experience, or organisation]

